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Message from the President

Dear Alumni,
Greetings from[AA !

It is a great pleasure to present our IARI Alumni
Newsletter for July-December 2025, reflecting
the exciting activities during the period. The
coverage reflects the continued excellence,
leadership, and global impact of IARI alumni,
alongside the growing engagement of our
Association with Alma Mater. A\

This issue highlights the remarkable achievements of our alumni in
academia, scientific leadership, public service, diplomacy, and industry.
From leadership roles in the national and international scientific bodies to
prestigious awards and fellowships, our alumni continue to influence
agricultural policy, climate-resilient farming, food security, and
innovations worldwide. These accomplishments reaffirm IARI's legacy
as a premier institution in the country.

A major milestone during this period was the IAA-TARI National
Seminar on “IARI Towards a World-Class Higher Education Institution”,
which brought together around a hundred eminent scientists,
policymakers, and international experts to deliberate as to how we can
strengthen IARI global standing through needed reforms in existing
curriculum, interdisciplinary research, global partnerships, and
innovation ecosystem.

The conduct of successful General Body Meeting, 34th Foundation Day
celebration, alumni reunion, and vibrant student cultural programme on
December 2, 2025 demonstrated clearly the alumni bonding and the
shared commitment to elevate IARI as a global institution of higher
standing.

I am particularly happy about the formal launch of the USA Chapter of our
association. It is a significant step forward towards strengthening our
global engagement, and international collaboration.

In the coming months, IAA will focus on structured alumni mentoring,
institution of a few merit recognition awards, faculty development
initiatives, stronger industry—academia linkages, setting up a few regional
chapters, and enhanced digital engagement among our alumni.

I sincerely thank the members of Executive Committee for their
unwavering support throughout. Together, we shall continue nurturing
our Alma Matar to attain new heights.

Finally, I wish you and your family a very happy and prosperous New
Year 2026.

With bestregards,

R. S. Paroda
President, IARI Alumni Association



Executive Committee (2024-26)

Dr.R. S.Paroda—President

Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, [CAR-IARI —
Member (Chief Patron)

Dr. Anupama Singh, Dean, ICAR-IARI -
Member (Patron)

Dr.R. C.Agrawal — Vice President

Dr. G. K. Mahapatro— Vice President

Dr. Anil Kumar Singh — General Secretary
Dr. Sridhar Gutam — Joint Secretary

Dr. Rajarshi Roy Burman — Treasurer

Dr. B. M. Prasanna —Member

Dr. Malvika Dadlani— Member
Dr.A.Amarender Reddy — Member

Dr. V. Govindaswamy — Member

Dr. Manu S. M.—Member

Dr. Baskar Reddy — Member (Industry
Representative)

Dr. K. V. Prabhu — Member (Ex-Officio)
Dr. S. L. Mehta —Member (Ex-Officio)

Dr. S. Baskar Reddy Inducted as EC
Member (Industry Representative), TARI
Alumni Association

Dr. S. Baskar Reddy has
been inducted as an
Executive Committee
Member of the IARI
Alumni Association as the
Industry Representative in
year 2025. He is Senior

Advisor at Syngenta
Foundation India, Advisor

(Agriculture) at FICCI, and a Consultant with IFC,
World Bank Group. He holds a Ph.D. in Soil and
Water Conservation Engineering from IARI, New
Delhi, and has over 20 years of experience in the
agriculture business sector.

TARI Alumni in Academic and Industry Leadership

Dr. M. L. Jat was elected as president NAAS
for the period of 2026-28

On the successful completion of his term as
President of the National Academy of Agricultural
Sciences (NAAS) on 31% December 2025, sincere
appreciation is extended to Dr. Himanshu Pathak
for his effective and visionary leadership. His
tenure significantly strengthened NAAS's role in
promoting excellence in agricultural research,
science-based policy, and sustainable development.
Dr. M. L. Jat, Secretary (DARE) and Director

General, ICAR, was elected as President, NAAS.
Notably, both Dr. Himanshu Pathak and Dr. M. L.
Jat are distinguished alumni of the Indian
Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), reflecting
IART's enduring contribution to national leadership
in agricultural sciences.

ISSS: Successful Completion of Dr.

Himanshu Pathak's Term
’___—-.g.ﬁ

On the successful completion of his term as
President, Indian Society of Soil Science (ISSS),
Dr. Himanshu Pathak is sincerely acknowledged for
his contributions to advancing soil science research,
professional engagement, and capacity building in




TARI Alumni Association Newsletter

the country. Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director,
ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute
(IARI), New Delhi, was elected as President, ISSS
for a period of two years viz. 2026, 2027. Dr.
Srinivasa Rao is an alumnus of [ARI and also serves
as the Chief Patron of the IARI Alumni
Association.

Dr. K. Dhanumjaya Rao Appointed Vice-
Chancellor

Dr. K. Dhanumjaya Rao, an IARI alumnus, has
been appointed Vice-Chancellor of Dr. Y. S. R.
Horticultural University, marking an important
milestone in his academic and administrative
career. One of the youngest Vice-Chancellors to
lead the University, his appointment reflects his
leadership, vision, and contributions to horticultural
education and research. His stewardship is expected
to further strengthen the University's focus on
innovation, academic excellence, and sustainable

horticultural development. The IARI alumni
fraternity extends warm congratulations and best
wishes to Dr. Rao on this prestigious responsibility.

From IARI to Industry Leadership: Dr.
Bhanukiran

An alumnus of IARI with a PhD in Agricultural
Entomology, Dr. Bhanukiran has completed 25
years of distinguished service at Bayer Crop
Science. Since joining Bayer in 2000, he has played
a pivotal role in the testing and commercialization
of Bt cotton hybrids across India, supporting large-
scale farmer adoption through extensive outreach.
Currently, he leads Direct-to-Farmer (D2F) digital
advisory initiatives, shaping Bayer's digital
agriculture roadmap to benefit smallholder farmers.
His work across transgenic crops, digital advisory,
and farmer-centric innovation aligns closely with
Bayer's vision of “Health for All, Hunger for None™.

ALUMNI Focus @Abroad

V. Ponnuraj, IAS, Senior Advisor, Asian
Development Bank

V. Ponnuraj, IAS, an IARI alumnus, is working as
Senior Advisor to the Executive Director, Asian

Development Bank (ADB), Manila. In this role, he
contributes to strategic policy advice and supports
decision-making on regional development
priorities, economic policy, and multilateral co-
operation across Asia and the Pacific. With his
extensive experience in public administration and
governance, Mr. Ponnuraj brings valuable insights
from India's development landscape to ADB's
global platform. The IARI alumni fraternity extends
best wishes to him in this important international
assignment.

Dr. Venkatachalam Murugan, Consulate
General of India, Birmingham

Dr. Venkatachalam Murugan, IFS, an IARI
alumnus, is currently serving abroad as Consul
General of India, Birmingham (UK). With a
distinguished career in the Indian Foreign Service,
he has been contributing to strengthening India's
diplomatic engagement and consular services for
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